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DO AIR POLLUTION MASKS WORK?

In cities where air pollution is a concern, some people wear filtration masks when outside
to protect themselves. What do these masks filter out of the air, and how effective are they?

AIR POLLUTION AND PARTICULATE MATTER

Air pollution is caused by chemical pollutants. These can
be in the form of gases or particulate matter (very small
solid or liquid particles). Filtration masks aim to prevent

inhalation of particulate matter.

@@ @ Particulate matter
aggravates asthma and decreases lung function. HOW WELL DO FILTRATION MASKS WORK?

Many filtration masks claim to be highly efficient at

COMPONENTS AND SOURCES OF PM reducing particulate exposure. Studies have shown,
however, that facial fit and movement of the mask can

affect the actual exposure experienced by the wearer.
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particulate matter and not pollutant gases. Some masks
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